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The “chi” Verb with the Connotation of “killing”
in the Hakka Language

Shiisung-Sung Ho*

Abstract

This paper intends to expound that the original word for the verb
“killing” in Hakka language is actually " ==, (’%') instead of riF"[ e
by examining their shapes, phonics, definition and lexeme. The five
parts in this paper are as follows:

L) Preface

I.)  Studying the meaning of the word" J7; |: stating the root of "7, |
- <1 | has no meaning of “killing”. Therefore " 7;-fish | is not
“killing fish”, the " iF", | from T ?F", pig ; ~ " iF"[ -dog | , all
means “curing”.

)  Studying the original word for the verb “kill” ts 1 * / /"1’ is

"% jor! & | :stating! Y3 and " %= are from the same source,
the original words "' ;> %' |~ & T all have the
meaning of killing.

IV.)  T#s ,~T 51 are also the original words of “killing”: stating the
word " F"[[J | is a slang, possibly a misuse of the word " 3] ; .

V.)  Conclusion: stating research on original Hakka words is also a
way to study Hakka culture. The word " "] | can be traced all the
way to the ancient Chinese inscriptions on tortoise shells. The
usage is long standing and well established. The word rif‘, ¥
definitely cannot be used for “killing”.

Keywords: Xi, original words, Lingchi, Zhi

* Associate professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature Studies, Taipei
Municipal University of Education.
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